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The SHEER Centre 
supports and promotes 
research and innovation in 
learning and teaching 
across science, engineering 
and health disciplines. 
By harnessing, nurturing 
and promoting scholarship, 
we deliver high-impact 
research that leads and 
influences best practice 
across these areas. 
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From the Director 

The Centre held its 
inaugural grant ideation 
meeting in May on the 
City Campus, with a good 
turnout by members and 
associates.  The aim to 
form small groups to work 

together on new projects for  current 
research grant rounds was realised with two 
new groups going on to write applications. 
One application has already been submitted 
to the National Centre for Equity in Higher 
Education (for $40k), and a second is being 
finalised for submission to UK Society for 
Research in Higher Education (for $30k). 
These small grants can become a stepping 
stone to larger grants. They demonstrate, for 
example, that a new team works well 
together, important for ARC Linkage grants, 
and that the proposed methodology is 
effective, important for schemes such as 
ATN Grants Scheme for Excellence in 
Learning and Teaching. Ideation meetings 
will now be scheduled regularly, around six 
monthly. 

The Centre also hosted a seminar on Writing 
for publication on teaching & learning on 
behalf of the SEH SOLT group. Dr 
Charlotte Brack, Academic Developer, 
RMIT Learning and Teaching Academy, led 
the seminar, building on her own experience 
bridging the divide between T&L practice 
and research. This seminar was well 
attended, with around 20 SEH staff from 
across the three HE schools. A number of 
writing partnerships formed during the 
meeting. A follow up will be run in 
September, one in the City and one in 
Bundoora. The next workshops will further 
develop academic writing skills. 

ACSME2017 is being held at Monash this 
year. This is a great opportunity to immerse 
yourself in the best and latest developments 
in innovative T&L in STEMH disciplines.  

Associate Professor Margaret Jollands 
Margaret.jollands@rmit.edu.au  

 

Welcome New Members 

The SHEER Centre would like to warmly 
welcome new members, associates and 
PhD candidates who have joined since May:   
 Associate Professor Susanne Tepe, 

School of Science 
 Jordan Kalyvas, PhD candidate, 

School of Engineering (Supervisor 
Associate Professor John Smith) 

 Ashlee Pearson, PhD candidate, 
School of Engineering (Supervisors 
Professor Colin Kestell and Associate 
Professor Margaret Jollands) 

 

Report on workshop: SHEER 
Centre grant ideation meeting 

The aim of the meeting was to form small 
groups to brainstorm project scope/outline 
for currently open grants. Ten members and 
associates joined the event on 16 May. Four 
national and international funding bodies 
were targeted –  
 National Centre for Equity in Higher 

Education (Aus) 
 Society for Research in Higher 

Education (UK) 
 Global Innovation Fund (US) 
 IELTS (Aus) 
At the end of the meeting two groups 
progressed new projects : 
- Preparing graduates for the global labour 
market: communication skills (SRHE) led by 
Dr Alex Kootsookos 
- Improving the employability of students 
from low socio economic backgrounds: a 
longitudinal study of nursing and teaching 
students (NCSEHE) led by Dr Cate Gribble 
and Professor Ieva Stupans 
 
This style of meeting has successfully 
created new groupings to tackle issues 
identified by different funding bodies. It will 
be repeated in the second half of 2017 for 
the next set of grant opportunities. This will 
be advertised to SHEER Centre members 
and associates at a later date. 
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Report on seminar: AAEE Winter 
School, UTS, 10-14 July 

By SK Kalra, PhD Candidate and  Lecturer in School of Science 

 
At 10 O’clock on the 10th of the July, the Winter School 
started at UTS, Sydney. I for one had little idea of the 
gifts and advantages the week would bestow. Between 
discussion with peers, lively lectures and wise guidance 
of mentoring staff, the week unfolded as one of the true 
education. 
  
Education, by definition is the leading out of ideas from 
the students’ present. We, students, had a week of rich 
discussion and great empowerment for our research 
careers. The session kicked off with Dr. Lesley Jolly who 
true to her name enlivened our minds with challenging 
ideas and methods not only for research but also for our 
academic careers. 
  
Each day had a theme. This theme was based on a 
research principle, as an example day 1 started with the 
context of the research. The daily activities included 
group discussions, peer conversations, individual 
exercises, presentations from the mentors and, most 
importantly, a dedicated time block for writing. This latter 
session was aptly called ‘shut up and write’ time. 
  
Some of the topics addressed by the mentors included 
the makings of proper research; theory and 
implementation of methodologies; data collection and 
analysis and good writing practices. With the help of 
skilled mentors, we were guided through these and other 
academic topics over a period of five days. 
  
The week concluded with a convivial gathering over 
dinner at a German bistro. With the exchange of phone 
numbers and emails, we participants departed to our 
research careers back at home. 
  

 

Photo: Ashlee Pearson 

 

Report on seminar: Writing for 
publication on teaching & learning   

By Associate Professor Margaret Jollands, School of Engineering 
 
This seminar was held on 23 June, and was well 
attended, with around 20 SEH staff from across the three 
HE schools. SHEER Centre organised this seminar on 
behalf of the SEH Scholarship of Learning and Teaching 
(SOLT) group. Professor Tom Steiner opened the event. 
Tom commenting on how exciting it was to see the high 
turnout,  which reflects a high level of interest in 
scholarship of teaching and learning in the College.  

The seminar was developed by Dr Charlotte Brack. 
Charlotte recently joined RMIT as an Academic 
Developer in the Learning & Teaching Academy (Office 
of ADVCE). She spent 3 months in the College of SEH 
two days a week as part of getting to know SEH. She has 
extensive experience in learning and teaching across 
multiple discipline areas at four Victorian universities. 
Charlotte still teaches Biology courses through her 
adjunct position at Monash University.  

Charlotte discussed professional identify and the 
differences between STEMH discipline and education 
research, and how that is reflected in writing style in 
education publications. Interest in SOLT may develop 
through discipline teaching practice, or form from 
undertaking higher degree research in education. A first 
step into publishing your innovative teaching practice 
may be through discipline education conferences and 
journals. Larger funded research projects on STEMH 
education may target higher impact journals that publish 
original research that advances knowledge. Charlotte 
spoke about how social media can add to researchers’ 
currency of knowledge, to augment traditional sources 
such as journals. Journals may have a considerable lag 
in publishing research outcomes. For example the 
popular European Journal of Engineering Education 
currently has about 18 months delay between accepting 
and publishing a paper. Social media can also be used to 
amplify impact of your research outputs.  

The idea for a SEH/SHEER Shut Up and Write! program 
was an interesting suggestion from  a seminar 
participant. This has been implemented and now is 
running weekly (see article page 3). 
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SHUT UP AND WRITE! 

We have launched a new SEH/SHEER Centre Shut Up 
and Write! program scheduled every Tuesday at 9 - 10 
a.m. in 14.12.05 conference room.  

Writers are invited to come every week, just once to try it, 
or any other frequency. You just need a labtop and a 
coffee mug!  

Shut Up and Write! is a way to make your writing happen 
- and be sociable, fun and relaxing at the same time. It 
has proven successful all over the world. Originally for 
PhD students it's now used by any kind of writers who 
find it difficult to "find the time". Sound familiar? If so try it! 
We follow the Pomodoro Technique, which is 25 minutes 
writing in complete silence followed by 5 minutes 
socialising, then repeat... 
 
Interested? Email me and I will add you to the guest list. 

Associate Professor Margaret Jollands 
Margaret.jollands@rmit.edu.au  

SOCIAL MEDIA corner 

How can you keep abreast of the latest developments in 
STEM education? One way is to join the STEM education 
community on social media.  Regular updates are 
provided to members through the following groups.   

 The Conversation has a monthly audience of 5 
million users and 52000 contributors.   

 The HELT group on Linked in has 78,000 members 
who are from all disciplines, functions, and levels 
within education.  

 The SHEER Centre twitter will keep you in touch with 
a range of news from around the globe thanks to our 
own star media digital native Dr Cate Gribble. 

SHEER Centre 
twitter  

@SHEER_RMIT 

LinkedIn 
Higher Education Teaching and 
Learning Group 

The 
Conversation 

Theconversation.com/au/education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Education Conferences 

SEFI 2017: 18-21 Sept 2017, Azores Island, Portugal 
Education Excellence for Sustainable Development 
Abstracts: closed 
 
ACSME2017: 27-29 Sept  Monash Uni, Melbourne 
The Australian Conference on Science and Mathematics 
Education (ACSME) is for tertiary science and 
mathematics educators to share ideas and keep up to 
date (including sciences, applied sciences, health 
sciences, IT, learning and cognitive sciences, 
mathematics, statistics, and psychology). 
Abstracts: Closed 
 
ICERI12017: 16-18 Nov Seville Spain 
ICERI is one of the largest international education 
conferences with more than 700 experts from 80 
countries. 
Abstracts: Closed 
 
SRHE Newer & Early Career Researchers Conference,  
5 Dec Newport Wales UK 
The conference has a strong developmental focus and in 
addition to the presentation and discussion of individual 
research work, the programme includes a range of 
professional development seminars to choose from, small 
group discussions with senior scholars on their research 
work, academic writing, and a wide range of different 
networking opportunities. 
Abstracts: Closed 

SRHE2017, 6-8 December 2017, Wales, UK 
Higher Education rising to the challenge: Balancing 
expectations of students, society and stakeholders 
Abstracts: Closed 
 
AAEE2017: 10-13 Dec 2017, Sydney.  
Theme “Integrated Engineering”, including:          
Integration of theory and practice in the learning and 
teaching process; Interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary 
engineering programs and learning environments;          
The role and impact of engineers and the engineering 
profession in the community; Systems perspectives. 
Abstracts: Closed 
 
ACE2018: 29 Jan – 2 Feb  2018, Brisbane 
The Australasian Computing Education Conference 
(ACE) is a conference on research and innovation in 
computing education in its various aspects, at all levels 
and in all contexts. ACE is the only Australasian 
conference devoted entirely to education in Computing. 
Abstracts: 10 Sept 
Full papers: 17 Sept 
 

 

 



Science,	Health	and	Engineering	
Educational	Research	(SHEER)	Centre	
 

www.rmit.edu.au/research/sheer | Issue 12 | page | 4  
  

Meet new PhD candidate:  
Ashlee Pearson 
I’ve just completed Bachelor of 
Mechanical Engineering (Hons)/ Bachelor 
of Biomedical Sciences at Monash 
University and am excited to begin a PhD 

in Engineering Education here at RMIT investigating 
critical thinking development in undergraduate 
engineering education. 
 
I have 18 months experience as a teaching associate in 
mechanical design engineering and was a key driver in 
the development of the Department of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering’s Engagement Activities program 
at Monash. For this my team was awarded a Dean’s 
citation for Programs that Enhance Learning in 2017 and 
in 2016 I was awarded the Learning and Teaching 
Committee Student Recognition Prize. Further fostering 
my love for research, I worked as part of a Monash 
Industry Team Initiative (MITI) team based at Engineers 
Australia exploring gender diversity in the engineering 
profession.  
 
My research interests center around scholarship of 
learning and teaching, their implications for engineering 
education as well as fostering gender diversity in 
engineering. This has previously included work on 
CATME peer assessment projects, implementation of 
flipped classroom design and as previously mentioned 
engineering engagement and gender diversity projects. 
 
I’m passionate about photography, music, travel and 
food. Particularly food, it’s one of my core values. I’m also 
a keen advocate for visibility and representation of 
women in engineering and STEMM. I’m currently a Big 
Sister (mentor) at Sisters in Science 
(https://www.sistersinscience.net/big-sisters) and also 
mentor the program founder. My other interests include 
design engineering (particularly user centric design), 
science fiction and dystopian novels and tv-shows as well 
as hiking. I’m very much looking forward to joining the 
RMIT community.  
 
Thanks for the bio Ashlee – you can bet Colin and 
Margaret are thrilled that Ashlee is joining RMIT. 

 

 

 

 

 

Research funding opportunities list 
(external) 

Funding body Closing date Amount 
Aus Gov Grant assistance 
and funding 
 

https://www.business.gov.a
u/assistance 

Ethics and Education 
Foundation:  

7 Nov 17 Up to 
$40K 

The Australian National 
Commission for UNESCO 

30 Sept Up to 
$30k 

SRHE 1 Sept 17 Up to BP 
10k 

Australian Gov Global 
Innovation Fund  

Rolling Large 
grants 
over $50k 

Engineering Information 
Foundation USA 

Check website Up to 
$30k 

Higher Education Academy 
(HEA) UK 

Check website Pounds 
Sterling 
(5 to 10k) 

LYLE SPENCER 
FOUNDATION USA 

Check website Large 
grants up 
to USD 1 
million 

VTAS Promoting 
Excellence Network 

Rolling Up to $5k 

For regular updates become a SHEER Centre member or 
associate! 

Interested in participating in the 
SHEER Centre?  

Members of the Centre have research outputs in at least 
two of the following STEMH teaching and learning 
categories:  

 two or more peer-reviewed publications per annum, 
and/or; 

 externally generated income of at least $20,000 per 
annum , and/or; 

 supervision of at least one current HDR student 

Associates are passionate about teaching and interested 
in research in STEM(H) education. PhD candidates 
associated with the Centre undertake research in STEMH 
education within one of the HE Schools in SEH. 

Interested? Contact  margaret.jollands@rmit.edu.au    


